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Question 1: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

As referenced on Page 202, under “Gloucestershire Tree Strategy” and 
elsewhere in item 8. 

Considering the annual report into the council’s response to the climate 
emergency.  One key feature of this emergency plan was the “Million 
Trees Challenge”, where you “commit[ted] to planting a million trees by 
2030” (page 173 of the Agenda Document for Cabinet, 20/12/2019) 
which has been supplemented by a pledge to help plant 35 million trees 
working in partnership with the GLNP.  

Looking at the original pledge 12 months ago, can the Cabinet Member 
please confirm how many trees were planted in Q1 2019, Q2 2019, Q3 
2019 and Q4 2020? 

It’s important to remember that this isn’t solely a County Council project –  
all of the partners in Gloucestershire’s Local Nature Partnership, including 
the six district councils, are working together to deliver it, alongside 
businesses and residents.  Officers are working with other Gloucestershire 
Local Nature Partnership partners to put in place mechanisms and 
approaches to significantly scale up planting and natural regeneration, 
including how to measure the net gain in trees across the county.  

£100,000 has been earmarked from the £1million Climate Change & Air 
Quality Action Fund for community tree planting, which is being developed 
in partnership with the Woodland Trust to be launched in early 2021 for 
planting this season.

Question 2: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

In order to understand the carbon gains made by planting a million trees, 
it is essential that we understand the net gains/losses of trees in the 
county.  As such, over these same periods (2020 Q1, Q2, Q3 & Q4), can 
the Cabinet Member please provide a precise cumulative figure for how 
many trees GCC has removed, either for highway maintenance, ash 
dieback or any other reason.  

The cumulative figure provided in response to the Member’s question on 
6th November was 2300 trees felled due to the Ash Dieback project. A 
further 38 trees have been felled since the start of the financial year as 
part of the normal highway tree maintenance programme.
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Only if a precise figure is not possible, please provide an approximate 
figure for these time periods
Question 3: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether he still thinks 
Gloucestershire County Council is on track to meet its “commitment” to 
plant a million trees by 2030, considering progress so far and the fact that 
only 108 months remain to meet this commitment? If so, what evidence 
can he point to that supports his position?

The Million Trees Challenge is not just about the council but encouraging 
our communities and businesses to plant trees.  Officers are working with 
other Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership constituent partners to put 
in place mechanisms and approaches to significantly scale up planting and 
natural regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees across 
the county.  

£100,000 has been earmarked from the £1million Climate Change & Air 
Quality Action Fund for community tree planting, which is being developed 
in partnership with the Woodland Trust to be launched in early 2021 for 
planting this season.

Question 4: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm, of the additional 35 million 
trees that GCC will plant, in collaboration with the Gloucestershire Local 
Nature Partnership, how many trees have been planted in the two 
months since you shared the press release, which stated that “35 million 
trees [will] be planted in the next 10 years”?

Officers are working with other Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership 
(GLNP) constituent partners to take forward the GLNP’s strategy and put 
in place mechanisms and approaches to significantly scale up planting and 
natural regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees across 
the county.  

Question 5: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Officers have led on the Expression of Interest to the Woodland Trust’s 
pilot Emergency Tree Fund for £300,000 (the maximum available), which 



CABINET MEETING – 16 December 2020

MEMBER QUESTIONS 

3

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm precisely what GCC is doing to 
help the GLNP achieve this ambitious and vital goal?

was approved to go forward to the development stage, provisionally to the 
end of February next year.  
This aims to plant 360,000 trees by 2023 and fund coordination; a spatial 
planting and natural regeneration plan; and mechanisms to secure land 
and funding for large scale planting and natural regeneration.  The council 
has earmarked £230,000 as match funding towards the cost of landholder 
engagement; development of the ‘Biodiversity Off-site (Offsetting) 
Scheme’; and tree maintenance incentives; including £100,000 for 
community tree planting, March 2021.

Question 6: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm precisely how much GCC is 
spending to help the GLNP achieve this goal?

Please see Question 5.

Question 7: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27
Can the Cabinet Member please confirm what GCC officers are doing to 
contribute to help the GLNP achieve this goal?

 
Please see Question 5.

Question 8: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

I would like to congratulate council officers for the steps they’ve taken to 
drive down the emissions from the county council’s estate.  On this, can 
the Cabinet Member please confirm what the accelerated programme is 

I welcome Cllr Hodgkinson’s support for our work in this important area.

We have very recently submitted a bid for £222,000 to the government’s 
Low Carbon Skills Fund to fund the cost of:
 Developing the financial case for a ground mounted solar PV array with 

battery storage on one of our sites; taking it forward to procurement if it 
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for the council’s estate to become carbon neutral, what new steps are 
being taken to achieve this, what funding is being made available to 
offset any outstanding emissions and what schemes you have 
considered to offset remaining emissions?

is viable; and seeking to enable the council to consume this renewable 
electricity.

 Assessing 187 properties for rooftop solar and battery storage.
 Developing a heat decarbonisation plan for 87 properties, including 

energy efficiency measures.
 Developing these opportunities into bids to the government’s Public 

Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.

We are awaiting the outcome of our bid, the results of which will inform 
decisions on the level of investment required by the council and external 
funding we can secure.

Question 9: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what proportion of Gloucestershire’s 
emissions is made up of the County Council estate? 

Gloucestershire’s emissions totalled 2,995,823 tonnes of CO2.  The 
council’s corporate emissions for 2017/18 were 12,462 tonnes of CO2e; 
0.4% of the emissions for the county as a whole.

Question 10: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

As described on Page 199 of the report, you confirm that part of the 
County Council’s Climate Change strategy vision is to have reduced 
Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80 per cent by 2030.  This is 
reiterated throughout the Climate Change Strategy and last December’s 
cabinet papers, including on Page 163, where you pledge to “reduce 
Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80% by 2030”.

Ignoring the short term impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on carbon 

The data on this is collected nationally, and published annually, two years 
in arrears.  As such, we’ve not yet got the data for the time since we 
adopted our strategy.
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emissions, can the Cabinet Member please confirm how Gloucestershire 
is doing on its 2030 goal to have reduced emissions by 80 per cent, with 
just nine years left on that target?

Question 11: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Give his answer above, can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether 
he remains confident that Gloucestershire will have reduced its net 
carbon emissions by 80 per cent in 108 months, providing evidence to 
support his position?

It’s a challenging target, but we, working with our partners, are committed 
to working to deliver it.  I refer Cllr Hodgkinson to the report on the agenda 
for more information on this issue.

Question 12: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please detail what external funding it has 
sought from the Government to support its climate action ambitions.  
Specifically, can he confirm if GCC has signed up to the Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Scheme or the Low Carbon Skills Fund?  And if so, how 
much does GCC anticipate it might receive from these pots?

We recently submitted a bid for £222,000 to the government’s Low Carbon 
Skills Fund to support:
 Developing the financial case for a ground mounted solar PV array with 

battery storage on one of our sites; taking it forward to procurement if it 
is viable; and seeking to enable the council to consume this renewable 
electricity.

 Assessing 187 properties for rooftop solar and battery storage.
 Developing a heat decarbonisation plan for 87 properties, including 

energy efficiency measures.
 Developing these opportunities into bids to the government’s Public 

Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.

We are awaiting the outcome of our bid, which will directly inform the 
levels of support we can seek from the Decarbonisation Scheme.
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Question 13: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to the “School Streets” schemes, detailed on page 201 of the 
Cabinet Papers.  Can the Cabinet Member please confirm when GCC will 
look at the next tranche of schools, and can you guarantee that more 
“School Streets” schemes will take place across Gloucestershire?

The first school streets pilots have only been operational for six weeks. 
Whilst we hope that they will achieve their objectives they are experimental 
and it is important that we monitor and learn from them. 

The trials need to last until the end of the summer so we can take stock 
and explore the progression of the schemes. At that time we will look to 
invite further bids.

Question 14: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether they are working with 
local members to find more examples where schools and local residents 
would welcome a “School Streets” scheme?

The ThinkTravel team is fully committed at present to the delivery of the 
existing School Streets schemes in addition to providing Bikeability and 
School Crossing Patrol services. We need to complete the existing trials 
before extending the scheme further.

Question 15: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to the Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle-way that you 
reference on page 201; can the Cabinet Member please confirm where 
the funding is coming from for the £10.4 million scheme, if there remains 
any funding deficit, and where this money will be found?

I trust Cllr Dobie has noted the £3m in next year’s draft budget to support 
this important scheme – which I hope he will support.  I want to put that 
together with extra funding from the LEP, the Active Travel grant and the 
support from Highways England to deliver the scheme overall.

Question 16: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 

The first section, London Road, has already been delivered.  I expect to 
see most of the rest of the scheme to start in the second half of 2021, with 
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plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet member please provide a date for when shovels will hit 
the ground and when the scheme will be completed? 

completion in 2022.

Question 17: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to “reallocating road space for cyclists and pedestrians”, as 
referenced on Page 200, continuing onto Page 201, can the Cabinet 
Member confirm whether GCC will also find money to fund any of the 
other cycling priorities it promoted in its Active Travel Fund bid, including: 
The Central Severn Vale, Tewkesbury connections, Stound town centre 
or rural routes?

Our priority this year is the B4063 Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle route 
which will serve communities in three districts of the county. This was the 
strongest element of our bid to the DfT’s Active Travel Fund. 

I am always keen to support more bids – and if funding becomes available, 
we will certainly look to do so.

Question 18: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to “reallocating road space for cyclists and pedestrians”, as 
referenced on Page 200, continuing onto Page 201; does the Cabinet 
Member agree that working with districts and parishes is a key element of 
ensuring the success of transport projects?  And, given the need for local 
support, is GCC considering reports submitted by district councils, such 
as the “Connecting Cheltenham” report, which sets the ambition for a 
network of segregated cycle ways in Cheltenham?

Always happy to work with district colleagues on this important issue.  As 
I’ve noted above, our focus for the coming year, however is the 
Cheltenham-Gloucester cycleway.
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Question 19: Cllr Rachel Smith Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

In point 23 of the LEADING THE RESPONSE TO THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY: GLOUCESTERSHIRE CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 
ANNUAL REPORT & ACTION PLAN, 2021/02 – 2026/07 it states 
'Support will be afforded to all [planning] applications that are able to 
demonstrate their alignment with the ambitions, targets and actions of the 
new Climate Change Strategy.' Will the cabinet therefore withdraw 
support for projects, planning or otherwise, that contribute to increased 
carbon emissions or that are vulnerable to climate change.'?

As a council, we are only permitted to engage with planning applications in 
line with our statutory responsibilities – and that wouldn’t allow us to do 
that.  

More generally, however, what’s important is to take a systemic approach 
to reducing carbon emissions.  Even with council projects, where we have 
much more control, we might need to support a project which is carbon 
positive, because we intend to balance that carbon elsewhere, or because 
we expect systemic changes elsewhere (such as the decarbonisation of 
transport, or electricity generation) to make them lower carbon in future.  

Question 20: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

The report says that a third school in Gloucester has asked to launch a 
school street project in 2021. Which school?

Kingsholm Primary School. 

Question 21: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

Which schools in Gloucester have been assessed by officers as being 

Kingsholm Primary School is potentially suitable, once the school is happy 
to support a trial.
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suitable to participate in a school streets project? 

Question 22: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

Which county councillors in Gloucester have offered up schools in their 
division to participate in a school streets project?

I’ve had no further comments from councillors on this.

Question 23: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

Your press statement, released on 8 December, relating to agenda item 
6, states that the County Council’s budget is increasing by £12 million 
next year.  Your statement also pointed out that you will raise £6million 
by increasing the public’s council tax contributions by 1.99 per cent and a 
further £8.6m by applying the national social care precept at 2.76 per 
cent, also at the expense of the public.  In total, these amount to £14.6 
million.

Can you please confirm whether or not the identified £12million increase 
in the Council’s budget is in addition to the increased public contributions, 
or as a result of them?

The split between various types of funding is set out in the paper.

Question 24: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

Please refer to item 6 of the December Cabinet within the second 
additional document under Annex 8a you will see the breakdown of spend.
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Throughout agenda item 6, you reference how much you are spending 
on various road and active travel schemes.  Can you please 
combine/separate the figures appropriately to demonstrate the total you 
are intending to spend on highways and the total you are intending to 
spend on active travel in the coming year.

Question 25: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

You have identified a further £7.6 million of savings next year.  Please 
can you provide further detail on where these savings will be made, and 
explain how these savings will have no impact on those residents using 
these services.  

Please see Annex 2 in the published papers.

Question 26: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

I understand that there is £7.5 million unspent in this year’s IT budget.  
Can you confirm how this is to be allocated?

There is no underspend - it's the 4th year of the capital programme to 
stabilise the council's IT system and transition to Windows 10 and Office 
365.

Question 27: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

As the report states, on Page 269, the A435 at Charlton Hill has been 
subject to movement for many years.  The Southbound crawler lane has 
similarly been mostly closed for many years.  Can the Cabinet Member 

Geotechnical schemes are always take time because the movement is 
slow and in some cases years of data are needed to understand why 
landslips are happening, and how to fix them.
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please explain what has taken him so long to get round to fixing this key 
route? 

Question 28: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

Can the Cabinet Member please provide a timeline from when issues 
began on this route to the present day?

This site has a long history of deformation in the highway attributed to 
large scale land movement. There is anecdotal evidence of monitoring 
back as far as 1987/88, with email dialog on record from 2009 suggesting 
movements had been monitored by the area team for over 20 years with 
small scale interventions attempted over the years. The records we have 
show inspections started in earnest in 2011. Drainage Investigation works 
were undertaken in 2012 and at that time initial geotechnical investigation 
suggested deep seated movements. Drainage Improvements were 
undertaken and the crawler lane closed in 2016.  Monitoring has been 
ongoing and a solution designed to fit the movement recorded. The 
scheme has been prioritised within the capital programme and 
construction is planned in the financial year 2021/2022.

Question 29: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

The current estimate to fix this route is identified at £2.8m.  Can the 
Cabinet Member please confirm whether this estimate has increased or 
decreased compared to if the works had been completed when the 
slippage began, and if so, by how much?

It’s unlikely to have made any significant difference – indeed trying to carry 
out the work without properly understanding what the problem is could 
lead to significant sums of money being wasted.

Question 30: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Cllr Hay needs to talk to his Liberal Democrat colleagues – who have 
already welcomed this decision, and tried to take the credit for it.  They 
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You will be aware that the concern about the new primary school in 
Bishops Cleeve revolved around its location – specifically that it was 
going to be located where it was most convenient for the Council, rather 
than close to where the need was.  Meanwhile, the report recommends 
that the acquisition of the land on which the school will situated will be 
delegated to the Assistant Director of Asset Management and Property 
Services, and that this will take place in advance of consultation.  

How will you ensure that local residents and local representatives are 
meaningfully consulted on the location of the new school if the land is 
acquired before any consultation begins? 

appear to be supportive of the approach that we are taking, which is 
welcome, even if they seem to have overlooked the work of people like Cllr 
Bird on this.  

I hope to be able to publish more information in the new year.

Question 31: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Similarly, can the Cabinet Member please confirm how this 
administration, and all County Councillors, can scrutinise whether this 
purchase represents good value of taxpayer’s money before it’s already 
spent, if the location of the site is being withheld until the purchase is 
made?

The council cannot announce a potential location before we have secured 
our rights to it.  Doing that would cause a real risk of speculative property 
developers bidding for the site, and potentially stop us delivering it.  

Question 32: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm when spades will hit the ground 
for this new school, and when it might first open its doors?

Current pupil number projections for the area indicate the need for the new 
school from September 2023 onwards and a programme is being put in 
place to move the project forward commencing early 2021 and for the 
submission of a planning application mid 2021.  This will enable the school 
to open in 2023. 


